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Abbreviations used in the Brief Lives, Parts 1-5

Abbreviation Title Egyptian form Remarks
Ador God’s Adoratrix dws3t ntr A senior female priest in the temple of Amun at Karnak. The
[dwat-netjer] title is at some periods synonymous with God’s Wife, but is
later often used to denote the ultimate heir to the reigning
God’s Wife.
AL Army Leader (of the whole army)  h3wty (n ms* r-drw) Commander-in-Chief of the Army during the 3rd Intermediate
[hawty (en mesha er djeru)] Period; a title generally held by the High Priest of Amun.
ChA Chantress of Amun hst hnw n’Imn Alady who sang in the temple of Amun; the title was often
[heset khenu n Amun] held by wives and daughters of senior officials.
ChHA Chief of the Harem of Amun-Re  wrt hnr Imn-R® Other than the God’s Wife, the senior female member of the
[weret khener Amun-Re]  Amun clergy (or one of its sub-sections: ‘phyles’) during the
3rd Intermediate Period; a title often held by the wife of the
High Priest.
ChMa Chieftain of the Meshwesh/Ma  wr n M§ws/M3 An individual of Libyan ancestry, who was the head of the
[wer en Meshwesh/Mal) Libyan Meshwesh (or Ma) Tribe.
CTL Consort of the Two Ladies sm3yt nbty Queenly title used during the 1st Dynasty.
[semayet nebty |
EKD(B) Eldest King’s Daughter s3t-nsw smst (n ht f) Title only found during the Old Kingdom.
(of his Body) [sat-nesu semset (en khet-ef)]
EKSon(B)  Eldest King’s Son (of his Body) 3 nsw smsw (n htf) The designated heir to the throne during the New Kingdom;
[sa-nesu semsu. (en khet-ef)] earlier, it merely implied high status and, if used without the
‘n ht f suffix, may have been bestowed honorifically.
Exec(H2L) Executive (at the Head of the iry-pt (hry-tp wy) A title borne by the Crown Prince during the latter part of the
Two Lands) [iry-pat (hery-tep tawy)]  New Kingdom, perhaps implying a kind of ‘Chief Executive’
role outside the normal government structure. For the other
usages of iry(r)-pt see above, p. 33.
FW Foremost (of Women) hnty Queenly title used during the 1st Dynasty.
[khenty]
GBW Great Beloved Wife hmt mrryt 3t Borne uniquely by Kiya, the junior wife of Akhenaten.
[hemet mereryt aat]
GChMa Great Chieftain of the wr 3 n MswsiM3 See ‘ChMa’.
Meshwesh/Ma [wer aa em Meshwesh/Ma]
GD(B) God’s Daughter (of his Body) s3tntr (n bt f) A senior daughter of the king during the Old Kingdom.
[sat-netjer (en khet-ef)]
Gen(mo)  General(issimo) inmy-r ms* (wr) Military commander; with the addition of ‘wr’ (‘great’) it
[imy-ro mesha (wer)] indicated overall command of the military forces.
GF God’s Father it-ntr I. A junior priest;
[yot-netjer] 2. A person closely related to the king, on occasion his father
or father-in-law; see above, pp. 35-36.
GH God’s Hand drt-ntr A senior female member of the Amun clergy during the 25th
[djeret-netjer] and 26th Dynasties; she might on occasion be synonymous
with the God’s Wife, but may also be the immediate heir to the
reigning God’s Wife following the adoption of an heir to the
heir.
GKSon Great King’s Son §3 nswwr Used once during the Ptolemaic Period by a scion of the old
[sa-nesu wer] 3oth Dynasty.
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GS Great of Sceptre wrt hts Queenly title used during the Old Kingdom, revived during the
[weret-hetes] 26th Dynasty.
GUE Governor of Upper Egypt imty-r Smw Chief official for the area around, and south of, Herakleopolis.
[imy-ro Shemau] It is unclear how far south his authority extended.
GW(A) God’s Wife (of Amun) hmt ntr (n’Imn) Female opposite number of the High Priest of Amun at Karnak
[hemet-netjer (en Amun)] from the end of the r7th Dynasty onwards; in the 26th Dynasty
she became overall head of the Amun clergy.
HPA High Priest of Amun at Karnak  hm-ntr tpy n Tmn Head of the clergy of the god Amun at Karnak.
[hem-netjer tepy en Amun|
HPH High Priest of Re at Heliopolis ~ wr m33w Head of the clergy of the sun-god.
[wer maau)
HPHrk High Priest of Arsaphes at hm-ntr tpy n Hrysf Head of the clergy of Arsaphes.
Herakleopolis [hem-netjer tepy en Heryshef]
HPM High Priest of Ptah at Memphis  wr hrp hmwt Head of the clergy of Ptah.
[wer kherp henut)
HPT High Priest of Amun at Tanis hm-ntr tpy nImn Head of the clergy of the god Amun at Tanis.
[hem-netjer tepy en Amun]
KB&F King’s Brother and Father of the  sn-nsw iz-bity A very rare title only found in the 30th Dynasty.
King [sen-nesu yot-bity]
KD(B) King’s Daughter (of his Body) s3t-nsw (n ht.f) Female offspring of the king; in the Old Kingdom only the
[sat-nesu (en khet-ef)] absence of ‘n ht.f might imply honorific status. The title was
occasionally granted to granddaughters.
KGD King’s Great Daughter S3t-nsw wrt Possibly the eldest female offspring of the king; very rare.
[sat-nesu weret]
KGW King’s Great Wife hmt-nsw wrt Senior wife of the king from the late r2th Dynasty onwards.
[hemet-nesu weret]
KM King’s Mother mwt-nsw Female parent of the king; possibly on occasion bestowed on
[mut-nesu] the mother of the acknowledged heir.
KSon(B) King’s Son (of his Body) s3-nsw (n ht.f) Male offspring of the king; in the Old/Middle Kingdoms the
[sa-nesu (en khet-ef)] absence of ‘n ht,f might imply honorific status. The title was
' occasionally granted to granddaughters.
kSonK King’s Son of Kush s3-nsw n K§ Head of the Egyptian administration south of Aswan; in the
[Viceroy of Nubia] [sa-nesu en Kush] early 18th Dynasty the title is abbreviated to simply ‘s3 nsw’.
KSis King’s Sister snt-nsw Female sibling of the king.
[senet-nesu)
KW King's Wife hmt-nsw Spouse of the king.
[hemet-nesu]
LH Lady of the House nbt-pr The standard designation for a married woman.
[nebet-per]
LaL Lady of the Two Lands nbt-3wy Queenly title used from the late 18th Dynasty onwards.
[nebet-tawy]
MoH Master of Horse imy-r ssmt Head of the chariotry arm of the Army.
[imy-ro sesemet]
MULE Mistress of Upper and hnwt Smw T3-mhw Queenly title used from the end of the 18th Dynasty onwards.
Lower Egypt [henut-Shemau Ta-mehu]
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M2L Mistress of the Two Lands hnwt-Ewy Queenly title used from the mid-12th Dynasty onwards.
[henut-tawy)
OPULE Overseer of the Prophets of imy-r hmw-ntr nw Senior official responsible for priesthood of the various gods
Upper and Lower Egypt Smw T3-mhw throughout Egypt.
[imy-ro hemu-netjer nu
Shemau Ta-mehu]
P[DEITY]  Prophetof [DEITY] hm-ntr n [DEITY] Middle-ranking priest.
[hem-netjer en (DEITY)]
PH Prophetess of Hathor hm(t)-ntr Hwt-hr Female involved in the cult of Hathor, frequently of high social
[hemet-netjer Hathor] status.
RO Royal Ornament hkrt-nsw High-ranking female at Court, usually the wife of a senior
[khekeret-nesu] official.
ScH Sceptre of Horus hts-Hr Queenly title during the 1st Dynasty.
[hetes-Hor)
SH One who Sees Horus m33t Hr Queenly title between the 1st and 3rd Dynasties.
[maat-Hor]
SonLaL Son of the Lord of the Two s3-nb-Bwy Variant of ‘KSon’ used in the late 3rd Intermediate Period.
Lands [sa-neb-tawy)
SPP Sem-Priest of Ptah at Memphis ~ smn Pth Deputy to the High Priest.
[sem en Ptah)
SWSR Sister-Wife of the Son of Re snt-hmt n $3-R* Female partner in a sibling marriage; used only during the
[senet-hemet en sa-Re] Ptolemaic Period.
UwcC United with the White Crown hnmt-nfr-hdt Queenly title used from the 12th to early 18th Dynasties.
[khnemet-nefer-hedjet]
Viz Vizier (Byty s3b) B3ty Head of the Egyptian government; the office was sometimes
[(taty sab) tjaty] divided in two, with separate Viziers responsible for Lower and
Upper Egypt.
1ChHA First Chief of the Harem of wrt hnr tpyt nt Imn-R* The wife of a 3rd Intermediate Period High Priest of Amun at
Amun-Re [weret khener tepyt ent Thebes.
Amun-Re]
1Genmo First Generalissimo imy-r m§ wr tpy Used by some Ramesside Crown Princes in their role as head
[imy-ro mesha wer tepy] ~ of the Army.
1GKW First Great King's Wife hmt-nsw 3t tpyt Queenly title found during the 25th Dynasty.
[hemet-nesu aat tepyt]
1KSon First King’s Son $3-nsw tpy New Kingdom title, denoting the eldest surviving son of a king
[sa-nesu tepy] by a given mother.
2PA Second Prophet of Amun hm-ntr 2-nw Tmn Immediate subordinate of the High Priest.
at Karnak [hem-netjer sen-nu en Amun]
3PA Third Prophet of Amun at hm-ntr 3-nw Tmn Immediate subordinate of the High Priest.
Karnak [hem-netjer khemet-nu en
Amun]
4PA Fourth Prophet of Amun at hm-ntr 4-nw Tmn Immediate subordinate of the High Priest.

Karnak

[hem-netjer fed-nu en Amun]

Note ® Abbreviated titles after names in the Brief Lives sections are only given when monuments exist bearing that title.
* Square brackets — [ ] — in names indicate elements destroyed in the original inscription(s), and either restored (if evidence is available) or
with the gap indicated by “...". Parentheses — () — are used where an element of a name is used inconsistently in the ancient sources.
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