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In the 1980s the Deltawas still largely a blank spot on
the archaeological map;its'prehistory in particular was
the subject of much speculation, since most remains
from this remote period had been covered by metres
of Nile sediments.

The original aim of the project was to find out more
about the ‘unification of the two lands’ and Tell el-
Faratin, the site of ancient Buto, was chosen for
excavation because of the role the town played in early
Egyptian history. Some early- and proto-dynastic
monuments suggest that in late prehistory Buto was a
capital of kings of Lower Egypt, with administrative
buildings, royal palaces and tombs. The town of Buto
seems to have witnessed a warlike conflict that was
settled there and ended with the unification of Upper
and Lower Egypt.

Although, because of the build-up of river sediments,
Buto is now about 30km from the coast, in the fourth

ranean coast. The excavatmns were directed from 1983 89by Thomas
and in 1993 were resumed by Dina Faltings, Wh(} reports on the latest resuits

established by mdlocarbon dating, but-on: the basis o
 parallels with pottery fron’ clsewherc espeaaﬂy in the -

The éarliest three phases of occupation. From thie botiont of the Section 10
the top of the npper postiole the deposits beiong to prehisteric phases Land
11, Above the npper posthole is Buto's transitional period Mla, reaching up
to the fuwest couise of the p}mse Hlb mud fmck wm'f

mllienmum BC and first haif of the thlrd mﬂ]enmum
the town was a seaport where the Roset{a brarich of
the Nile flowed into the Medlterrane:m Buito, there-
fore, was in 2 good position to maintain contacts by
sea with foreign countries and by Ehe river Nﬂe thh

Upper Egypt. . :
A major problem shared by many _excavators in the _

»Delta, which has prevented the region from being ex-°

p]ored as thoroughly as the Nile valley, is the’ h1gh ;
level of: subsoﬂ water. At Buto this Gbstacle was over-
come by the use of large vacuum pumps,which allowed
the expedition to excavate 3m below ground—wat £
level, down to ‘the vu'gln 'sozl By domg thisra-
stratigraphy of seven levels was established, extendmg_; ,
without break from carly prehistory to the early Old -
ngdom and, after a long hiatus, to the Late Period:
‘The lowest two layers, Buto phases I and I1; belong.
to prehistory. The absolute chronology still has t

Paiesnman regmn the Buto I phase can be pEace in’
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as an add1t10nal alr channei «

_ -': ,qmte thmk—wallecﬁ pots made: of Nﬂe c a
“ organic matter such as. chaff and &ung a

e usua]ly burnlshed
* carefully to seal the
“pores. On the other
“hand, there were ves~
sels made of very
fine clay mixed with
inorganic matter
(such as sand). These
vessels are thin-
walled, unslipped

ing ap‘_ucul echn 3

ey clay wa pounded mto a rourrhly comcal hole in and unburnished,

he ‘grount anoth r,‘_layer made of crashéd pot- but decorated either

d L umt mud was snmlarly pouuded 50 that with painted white

B aterial became heavily Compacted Sometimes bands or with plas-
- the sequence of clay and burnt mud is: reversed or tic decoration such

Reconstruction of a fenestrated Dotplgtand

BANEA

The British Association for Near Eastern Arch-.
aeology (BANEA) exists to bring together
people with similar interests, and to dlstrabutE?.
information about recent deveiopmen Nea 1
Eastern archaeology. Membership
‘anyone interested in-the archaeolog
history. of the Ancuent Near East and all

bers are welcome to attend BANEA

siddle f the lase : _conference usuaity held at one of h 4
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as. mdented Tims (ca]led p1
ledges. This pottery -
fenestrated bqwlfstands a

tre. The ewdence for. thls 15 shown by turning= grooves -

and/or spirals on the inside and i imprints of the device

itself on'the exterlor base The vessels were, in effect
thrown, the speed of rotation achieved being sufficient
to shape the whole vessel. This type of pottery repre-
sents about one. thlrd of the whole prehistoric
assemblage. It Iooks strange 1n an Egyptian context
and its decoration is in sharp contrast to the plain pot-
tery of the Delta, which continues the Neolithic
tradition. The horizontal white stripes are painted on
the inside of open vessels and on the outside of closed
forms. On both of them the decoration usually covers
only the upper portion.

In the later phase, Buto Ib, this kind of pottery gradu-
ally decreases as a percentage of the whole and by the
beginning of phase Buto 1 (roughly parallel with
Nagqada I1b) it has practically disappeared, making way
for a very conspicuous new decoration called rocker-
stamp design. This pottery is the marker for phase II at
Buto and has been found in several other places in the
Delta, whereas the ‘foreign’ material from phase I is
still unique in this region.

One does not have to go far to find parallels for our
ceramics, as there are many places with this kind of
pottery in Palestine. In particular Nahal Mishmar, near
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, rti’st'—r'irr‘ls)',' 'Eno'bs‘ or
- characterised by shapes suchas ©
_hurns ~"was produced -
ona turnmg de vice,l.e.a. devu:e without a fixed cen-

Buto in the early fourth millennivm BC had contections with Beersheba’

in Canaan and possibly even with Ghassul, ﬂorrh-east of the Dead. Sed.

Bi Ghassul an Ausiralian mission has found m:porfcd goods from Bgypt,
such as largc shells (Aspathana rubens) f}ptcai fthf Nife valle;
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Correspondence
courses on the

“history and the
‘language of the i
_Ancu:nt Egypaans

Intérested?
Please send

“enquiries to:

i',"(laﬂgllage)
PO Box 368
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s wwmg Slﬂﬂs qf bemg pmdnced by haﬂa’

o thf: _Dead Sea' a cave ',famous for the dlscavezy of a
; _large opper hoard 'provzdes many remarkabie paral—

: :sherds a rouOh surface The hori-
S can bf: found on the extenor of

, ’»dlcatlons show that there were stronw bonds between
‘the peo; les of Buto I and the Beersheba-Ghassuhan

The 'fi "re1gn type of pottery found at Buto 18, with
w excep'ions made from local .clay. The: use of a
tu mng'demce to shape the whole vessel is ~unknown
in Egypt at thls early per;od thnugh the use ofa turn-
ing device to

~shapé the rim

and neck-is

securely
~documented
‘in Naqada 11
{and perhaps

, Z,ea,r_her_} but
the body of

the wvessel i
in all.cases:

44;,handmade
'usually

o iwho settled down
'_'at the mouth of
the. N1le and lived .

side by side’ ‘with

" the local Eg gyp-

tians. .
The use of a

- tarning device = in

itself an indicator
of mass produc-
tion - points to a
higher degree of
social develop-
ment than would
be expected in
Lower Egypt at this
tm1e wuh special-

grants brought their technology and th
structure with them, but why did they: then
their advantage? The seetlement may posnbly have'rbeen
too small to maintain specialists, with the result that
the newcomers adopted local technolog;y and,in time,
forgot their native skills. R ;

By the time the Upper Evyptlans came to uto. the
use of a turning device for shaping whole pottery
sels was knowledge long ~lost. It took some hin reds
of years to regain it. :




